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N. 0. PSYCHIATRISTS CITE BENEFITS Of INTEGRATION 


“When I hear a person speak of being 
contaminated, made unclean or racially 
inferior by another person of another 
race or religion, I am immediately re- 
minded of the paranoid schizophrenic 
who, in a similar fashion, fears poisonous 
gases and being influenced by outside 
‘forces.’ 

“We currently see people en masse re- 
taliating against one woman, just as the 
paranoid schiozphrenic lashes ont against 
his ‘persecutors’. We currently see rep- 
resentatives of the people saying that 
they are discriminated against by the 
federal government and taking measures 
to ‘protect’ themselves. Taken collec- 
tively these items sound quite a bit like 
the delusions of some of my patients.” 

This was the comment made by one of 
the phychiatrists and neurologists in the 
New Orleans area in response to a poll 
on school integration. 

The poll was sponsored by the Medical 
Advisory Committee of the SCEF in co- 
operation with a committee of the New 
Orleans Medical Association. 

Pro - segregationists have contended 
that mixing of children in public schools 
would have harmful emotional effect on 
both races. The survey of specialists 
hardly bears out this claim. 

Fifty-six questionnaires were mailed, 
and 22 replies received. A very high 
rate of return. The key question asked 
was: 

“From a professional point of view, 
how would you characterize the psychi- 
atric effect of racially integrated schools 
on white and Negro children?” 

Eighteen doctors — 82 per cent of 
those replying — thought integration 
would either be beneficial or would have 
little effect. Eleven declared it beneficial; 
of the seven believing it of little effect, 
three qualified their answers with “in 
the long run.”) 

Four considered there were harmful 
possibilities in the ending of segregation. 
Two thought both races would suffer; 
one believed that whites would be harmed 
while Negroes would benefit.) 

This expression of opinion by practi- 
tioners in a Deep South city should be 
a firm counter to those who are desper- 
ately searching for statistics to buttress 
“separate but equal” educational systems. 
Indeed, the observations several of the 
doctors appended to theit ballots give 
the segregationists no “out.” 


< >a 


There can be no faulting this analysis 
of racial discrimination submitted by a 
young, Louisiana-born doctor: 

“There can be little question of the 
detrimental effect on the psychic develop- 
ment of any discriminated-against group, 
by a system which teaches them that 
they are inferior, but which requires 
them to compete for the necessities and 
niceties of life on an equal economic 
level. The results, in decreased content- 
ment, undeveloped potential, and the fos- 
tering of resentments and hostility likely 
to be acted out against the frustrating 
community, should be obvious. 

“The phychic effect on master groups 
is equally, but more subtly, detrimental. 


THE LESSER EVIL 


“With desegregation some Negro chil- 
dren will probably feel discrimination in 
more personally-directed and immediate- 
ly painful forms than in their previous 
all-Negro schools. But at least this form 
of trauma is more accessible therapeuti- 
eally than the chronic indirect hurt to 
personality of legally sanctioned exclu- 
sion and restriction. 

“As the choice of the lesser evil it 
seems preferable from the mental-health 
standpoint, for some Negro children to 
suffer the transitional and current psy- 
chological hardships of desegregation 
which are relatively more recognizable 
and correctable, than to experience the 
more insidious and less treatable life- 
long psychic damage from segregation.” 

Dr. VIOLA W. BERNARD in a report to 
the American Orthopsychiatric Associa- 


This is a quite complex subject, but since 
there are no demonstrable biological dif- 
ferences between races on any significant 
level, there can be no advantage for a 
group to grow up with the belief, totally 
false, that they are significantly different 
and better, and thus entitled to greater 
privilege and more of the world’s goods. 
This does not produce mature people.” 

Another envisaged the emotional tran- 
sition that will take place with the com- 
ing of integration: 

“Initially there is likely to be some 
reserve and suspiciousness on the part of 
both races. Especially in the upper 
grades the children will at first try to 
remain separate and associate only with 


their own color. Some, inflamed by their 
elders, may become involved in fighting. 

“Gradually it can be expected that the 
children will cease to see only color but 
will recognize individual differences in 
the other. In the give and take of daily 
work, they will come to accept the indi- 
viduals of the other race according to 
each one’s worth as a student and a hu- 
man being. The ultimate effect will be 
a lessening of irrational prejudice gen- 
erally. The over-all effect on mental 
health should be salutory. The Negro 
children will live with less fear, envy and 
suppressed hostility toward whites. In 
turn the white children will have less ir- 
rational fear of Negroes and less guilt 
feelings toward them.” 

Among those medical men who thought 
that integration would have little effect 
“in the long run,” the reservations ex- 
pressed were largely based on their 
doubts about adult behavior in the situa- 
tion. Said one: 

“Under different conditions—for exam- 
ple, if there was much less irrational 
prejudice among white people, so that 
integration could take place without the 
white children’s parents’ influence—then 
I would believe it would be beneficial to 
both white and Negro children.” 

A second doctor phrased the point this 
way: 

“There will be negative and positive 
aspects to both races, but the eventual 
effect will be minimal in a long-range 
view. It will be another factor of sociali- 
zation, like so many others that a child 
encounters. How it, or others, affects 
him is determined by many factors, in- 
cluding his mental set via his parents.” 

A doctor who considered that integra- 
tion would be harmful to both races quali- 
fied his answer by adding “under present 
setting.” And his comment was: “I 
favor a gradual integration beginning 
first with kindergarten and in 13 years 
integration would be complete. A sud- 
den, cataclysmic change can only lead to 
disaster!” 

The respondant who believed that Ne- 
groes would benefit and whites lose, 
added this comment: “Probable lessen- 
ing of health standards or levels for 
white race.” 

Perhaps the finest response the poll 
elicited was the courageous testament of 
democratic belief by Dr. L. Martial Bou- 

(Continued on Page 2.) 
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(Continued from Page 1.) 
dreaux. In a letter which we regret 
lacking space to print in full, he de- 
clared: 

“First, I refrain from answering via 
an unsigned questionnaire because it is 
my conviction that if we do live in a 
free democratic society, we should ex- 
press our views, even if they be unpopu- 
lar, without hesitation, if this freedom 
of speech and conscience is done in the 
framework of our Constitutional de- 
mocracy. 

“Secondly, in proceeding further, I am 
fully aware that this questionnaire is 
sent out, at least partially, under the 
auspices of the Southern Conference Ed- 
ueational Fund, Inc. If my memory 
serves me correctly, this organization 
was a while back scrutinized by a U.S. 
Senate investigational committee. It 
seems they were looking for un-Constitu- 
influences within or 


tional operating 


allied to said organization. 


Public Health Specialists Name Real Villain: Discrimination 


The presumed “health menace” of 
school integration is a major theme in 
white supremacist propaganda. The New 
Orleans school board mustered statistics 
on venereal diseases in its vain attempt 
to defend segregation in federal court. 
Citizens Council spokesmen spare no ad- 
jectives in portraying the horrors of deg- 
redation and plague which an end to seg- 
regation would bring. 

The SCEF, in association with its Med- 
ical Advisory Committee, has sent in- 
quiries to public-health officials and other 
appropriate medical specialists, both in 
the South and over the nation in the 
effort to gain authoritative opinion on 
The basic question asked was: 

“From the standpoint of the total 
health of the pupils and the community, 
would you say that a change from a 
policy of racially segregated schools to 
integrated schools would probably be: 

A. Beneficial, B. Dangerous, C. Of little 
or no effect.” 

From a faculty member of the Uni- 
versity of Arkansas medical school came 
this comment: “Beneficial to both, as it 
would help remove from the colored chil- 
dren’s minds the feeling that they are in- 
ferior and from the white children’s that 
lack of a pigmented skin alone entitles 
them to the best in this world .... They 
are not mixed in the schools here but at 
the University Hospital they are mixed 
in the children’s ward. We have very 
occasionally had a little trouble with 
parents. The children have done beauti- 
fully. Occasionally a white child from 


this issue. 
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THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT 
‘Fears of Psyehiatrie Difficulties Are. to My View. Unfounded’ 


“From all I can gather to the present, 
that committee ... did not prove the 
existence of these looked-for influences. 
So, as another matter of sincere convic- 
tion, I hold to the democratic principle 
that men are innocent until charges are 
properly proven. But it has come to pass 
that men, of otherwise honest intent, 
hesitate to express themselves because 
of the phobic fear in the present times 
that one is guilty of un-Constitutional 
action by merely exercising unfearfully 
his freedom of speech and conscience, 
and more guilty if he does so to, with, or 
for any organization that has had the 
shadow of unfounded suspicion cast upon 
it .... These as well as other factors 
are germane, also, to the emotionalism 
attendant upon the racial questions of 
today. 

“So to other matters. The fears that 
any mixture of the races will lead to in- 
creases of disease, significant lowering of 
intelligence, or psychiatric difficulties in 
either race, to my view are unfounded. 


These seem to be rationalizations to show 
just cause why the status quo should be 
maintained, and to seem to give a scien- 
tific medical basis for views which other- 
wise would have to be faced as being 
personal, biased, undemocratic and un- 
Christian. Rationalizations of this sort 
also attempt to remove the cause for 
such views as racial prejudice from the 
individual to a larger external scientific 
and social causation. 

“These methods of rationalization are 
common in history. They, in one form 
or another, have been used to give a 
pseudo-logical or scientific front for ac- 
tion that has motivations other than the 
stated ones. Hitler used them effectively 
in Germany, except the prejudice was 
primarily against the Jew rather than 
the American Negro. Perhaps it is for- 
gotten that one of the reasons we fought 
so hard in World War II was to assert 
that racial intolerances were not com- 
patible with freedom and democracy.” 





the northern part of the state where there 
are no Negroes is afraid of the Negro 
children at first.” 

The health officer of a large Alabama 
city thought the effect of integration 
would be beneficial to Negroes, harmful 
to whites. He observed: “Illegitimacy is 
socially acceptable to most Negro groups 
(one birth in four to five, locally) and 
becomes a problem at the high-school 
age. Intermingling of races at the high 
school level may conceivably increase 
promiscuity among the white. The ex- 
tent to which this might happen is any 
person’s guess. Paradoxically, syphilis 
should not be a problem, for it is rapidly 
disappearing in both races, even among 
unwed Negro mothers.” 

Dr. C. Herbert Marshall, distinguished 
physician in Washington, D.C., who is 
an SCEF board member, also commented 
on the venereal disease aspect: “Control 
has advanced to a level where it is no 
longer the menace of a decade ago. Be- 
cause of low income, many Negroes are 
forced to go to clinics where records are 
kept and made public.” 

Viewing the progress of integration in 
the District of Columbia, he observed, 
“Community is improved generally. Chil- 
dren are happier and more at ease. Fear 
is rapidly disappearing and would have 
vanished completely were it not for old 
“die-hards.” 

From another integrated city, St. 
Louis, Dr. Park J. White, a pediatrician 
who has given 35 years of outstanding 
service to public-health groups, said: 


“Child health, particularly in the South, 
where so much domestic work is done by 
Negroes, cannot be segregated. And it 
can be purchased—meaning that what- 
ever improves the economic status of the 
lowest economic group (i.e., the Negroes) 
will improve the health of all groups. 
This is an old and well-known truism in 
public health. 

“With regard to _ school contacts, 
whether with teachers or pupils, if the 
school hygiene program of observation 
and examination of children is well and 
conscientiously conducted, as it has been 
in recent years in St. Louis under Dr. 
Lloyd Tate, integration should have no 
appreciable effect upon the children's 
health. So far, it certainly has not. 

“If it should so happen that in some 
communities the school hygiene programs 
should be separate but unequal—i.e., in- 
adequate as far as Negro children are 
concerned—then one of the very first 
things to accompany integration would be 
a demand on the part of parents of both 
groups for the right sort of health care 
for all children. And this is why I 
checked ‘Beneficial,’ rather than ‘Of little 
or no effect.’ Dangerous is, of course, 
absurd.” 

Dr. Alfred Yankauer, director of the 
bureau of maternal and child health for 
the state of New York, also stressed 
the economic aspects behind any legit- 
imate concern the community might have 
with the welfare of its children. He 
dismissed segregationist arguments 25 

(Continued on Page 4.) 
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THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT 
EASTLAND STRIKES AGAIN--AND AGAIN IS CENSURED 


In March, 1954, Senator Eastland of 
Mississippi launched his career as a 
witch-hunter with a solo raid into New 
Orleans designed to destroy the SCEF. 
He was outstandingly unsuccessful. 

Last month Eastland returned to the 
Crescent City, reinforced by colleagues 
Jenner and Watkins. Neither his man- 
ners nor his method had improved; his 
motives were as dubious as ever. 

Presumably the Senator sought to 
estal lish the existence of a “professional 
branch of the Communist Party in Louis- 

The big bit of evidence offered to 

neadline-writers was a batch of 

and documents allegedly taken 

from the former living quarters of a 

Negro waiter. None of it was shown to 

have any connection with the eight wit- 
nesses put “on trial.” 

None of the proceedings served any 
purpose except to provide segregationist 
groups with a weapon to intimidate the 
city’s growing forces of decency. During 
the week of publicity build-up preceding 
the hearings Leander Perez and other 
Dixiecrats issued public demands that 
NAACP and SCEF officials be subpoe- 
naed. 

The witnesses called were private citi- 
zens in ordinary occupations, whose per- 
sonal beliefs should reasonably remain 
private. All of them asserted their con- 
stitutional right to this privacy. One, 
Mrs. Pauline Feuer, a social worker with 
a distinguished record of service in civic 
organizations, defied the inquisitors in a 
stirring, memorable manner. 

She declared at various points in her 
testimony : 

“I will not be accused.” ... “If I am 
guilty of a crime, I wish to be tried by 
acourt of the United States.” 

“Tam not a Communist . . .I did not 
attend meetings ...I am a widow with 
two small children and I am responsible 
for their well being. If you so blacken 
my name that I can’t obtain employment, 
it will be on your conscience; mine is 
clear. 

“Iam not a Communist and will not 
be impugned—I am not answering. I 
want no tag of dodging put on me. I 
refuse to answer on the First Amend- 
ment, the Ninth Amendment and the Bill 
of Rights. 

“Do you know what a thing like this 
oes to a family? Consider my family, 
have respect for the American family. 

.. 1 think you gentlemen have insight, 
and I know you know the difference be- 
tween the integrity of a mother and so- 
tial worker and that of a politician.” 

Mrs. Feuer faces the threat of con- 
tempt proceedings. 

As the two-day hearing dréw to a close, 


Eastland, made a typically arrogant 
gesture. He offered counsel for the “de- 
fendants” an opportunity to make state- 
ments, presumably for the purpose of 
clearing themselves of guilt by associa- 
tion with their clients. 

When he called upon Philip Wittenberg, 
the well-known New York attorney who 
represented five of the witnesses, Witten- 
berg replied: “I have nothing to explain 
and nothing to apologize for. I have 
tremendous respect for the Supreme 
Court and advise my clients to rely on its 
rulings. You may wish, Senator East- 
land, to apologize for your views on the 
Supreme Court. As a good American I 
have no apologies to make.” 

This was all the excuse Eastland need- 
ed to stage a headline-grabbing, brass- 
knuckles finish. He immediately ordered 
deputies to eject Wittenberg, and when 
the husband of one of the witnesses 
sought to assist the lawyer in the maul- 
ing he was receiving, he was thrown out, 
too. 

Wittenberg, who was required to get 
hospital treatment, declared: “Such 
sheer sadism as evidenced throughout 
this hearing could only be climaxed by a 
wanton display of force. The Senator 
would not dare perpetrate such an out- 
rage elsewhere. His motive is not legis- 
lative but personally political.” 

And Eastland drew further censure 
from the Louisiana Civil Liberties Union, 
a recently formed chapter of the ACLU. 


* 


The organization criticized the apparent 
illegal search and seizure that marked 
the subcommittee’s obtaining of the 
waiter’s papers, then said: 

“Further, the LCLU believes that the 
hearings . although perhaps not 
technically violative of civil rights, are 
typical of the abuses to which the investi- 
gatory powers of Congress have recently 
been subjected by the committee con- 
cerned with internal security. 

“They include abusive, discourteous 
and antagonistic attitudes of the commit- 
tee members toward witnesses and law- 
yers, the forcible ejection of an attorney 
from the hearing room without any prior 
warning, order or reprimand; the recep- 
tion in evidence of hearsay in the form 
of documents not properly identified; 
the general conduct of the hearing in 
the atmosphere of a public spectacle 
rather than as a quasi-judicial proceed- 
ing, exemplified by the chairman’s con- 
tinued smoking under a No Smoking sign 
in the United States district courtroom.” 





Would you like your children to have 
the privilege of attending an interracial 
camp in the deep south? Such camps 
are rare; however, we can get you infor- 
mation about one. It is for boys and 
girls 8 - 12 years; limited to 30 campers, 
A.C.A. accredited. 

June 18 - July 15, First Period; 
July 16 - August 12, Second Period; 
Rates, $120.00 per period; $210.00 
for two periods. 
For further information, write S.C.E.F., 
822 Perdido Street, New Orleans, La. 





High Cost of Integrity in the South 


In the atmosphere of uncertainty and 
fear generated throughout the South by 
irreconcilable racists, many a decent per- 
son has been deprived of livelihood for 
defending the Supreme Court desegrega- 


tion decisions. Few have been more tal- 
ented and more courageous than Robert 
D. Barnes, formerly editor of the weekly 
bulletin of the New Orleans Chamber of 
Commerce. 

On March 29, Barnes made the follow- 
ing statement to the press: 

“Today I was fired as editor of the 
Chamber of Commerce News Bulletin. 
This weekly newspaper, under my editor- 
ship, has won national recognition for 
editorial excellence; articles appearing in 
it have been reprinted in dozens of publi- 
eations throughout the country—includ- 
ing official publications of the United 
States Chamber of Commerce. 

“T was dismissed because of my opposi- 
tion to segregation, because of my mem- 
bership on the board of directors of the 
Southern Conference Educational Fund, 
and because of my association with Dr. 
James Dombrowski, director of the 
SCEF. 


“The educational fund and Dr. Dom- 
browski have been investigated repeated- 
ly, and just as often cleared of any evi- 
dence of wrongdoing. The goal of the 
organization is simply to implement the 
Supreme Court’s ruling against segre- 
gation. 

“This dismissal is a blow at the basic 
right of every individual to think for 
himself—an effort to intimidate those 
who sincerely believe that the days of 
segregation and discrimination are num- 
bered. 

“I, for one, will not be intimidated, and 
there are many others like me through- 
out the South.” 

C of C officials declined to comment. 
But SCEF president Aubrey Williams 
scored off the implications of the action 
in an open letter to them: 

“We find it difficult to believe that the 
Chamber of Commerce would demand 
that its employees, as a condition of em- 
ployment, agree to conform, even when 
off duty, to the official Chamber of Com- 
merce line on moral, social and political 
issues... . 

(Continued on Page 4.) 





THE SOUTHERN PATRIOT 
Alabama WCC «Splits Its Britehes*’ 


The White Citizens Councils in Ala- 
bama “have done split they britches.” 
It may be a while before the whole rotten 
fabric of race hate gives way, but the 
movement is suffering an embarrassment 
that is acute. 

The WCC pose of respectability was 
exploded with the senseless attack on 
entertainer Nat (King) Cole in Birming- 
ham last month—and immediately the 
state’s two Council factions began hurl- 
ing insults at each other. 

The rift in the racist ranks had been 
smoldering for months, with “Ace” Car- 
ter of Birmingham, chief of the North 
Alabama, White Citizens Council, bat- 
tling for primacy with state Senator Sam 
Englehardt’s “old line’ Alabama Assn. of 
Citizens Councils. 

The first public spat occurred in March 
when the Birmingham News revealed 
that the Carter gang was limiting mem- 
bership to white Caucasians who “be- 
lieved in the divinity of Christ.” Asked 
if this implied anti-Semitism, Carter an- 
swered by heaping abuse on those “anti- 
Christ elements” who raised the issue. 
He admitted his group included former 
Klansmen, but said “we try to keep them 
from positions of leadership.” 

Rival WCC chieftain Englehardt de- 
clared his outfit had no “prejudice.” “We 
can’t fight them all,” he said, giving cold 
comfort to Alabama’s white minorities. 
And in fact, anti-Semitism has been a 
tacit part of the WCC cause from the 
outset. Although speakers made no ref- 
erence to the matter, literature distrib- 
uted to the audience at meetings was 
vicious, including attacks on the Jewish 
organization Hadassah, and references to 
“the Jews’ ingratitude to America.” 

The exchange that occurred after the 
Cole attack was admirably summarized 
and appropriately mucked by Alabama 
state Senator Neil Metcalf in a state- 
ment to the press. Such sarcasm, com- 
ing from an elected public offitial, indi- 
cates very sharply the sad repute into 
which the Citizens Councils have fallen. 
It is to the discredit of a timid Alabama 
press that none employed equal logic 
in their naive expressions of horror at 
the Birmingham incident. 

Said Senator Metcalf: “I read that my 
friend Sam Englehardt is now a ‘pot’ 
calling his Birmingham White Citizen 
colleague Ace Carter a ‘kettle.’ 

“Sam says he’s boss of the south 
Alabama WCC’s and Carter claims he’s 
boss of the ‘nawth’ Alabama WCC’s. Sam 
has started calling Ace and his leaders 
‘fascists’ and Ace is charging that Sam 
and his leaders are ‘cowards.’ 

“Personally, I don’t see where Sam... 
has much to beef about with Ace. As 


a) 


leaders they have all endorsed lawless- 
ness. 


“For example, south Alabama WCC 
leaders rushed to Tuscaloosa and en- 
dorsed one of the prime leaders in the 
campus riot. Then they made him presi- 


dent of the Tuscaloosa WCC. Almost 
immediately afterwards this leader made 
a speech at one of Ace Carter’s meetings, 


* 


attacking the honesty and integrity oj 
university president O. C. Carmichael, 
the Governor of Alabama .. . and the 
entire board membership. 

“‘*Nawth’ Alabama WCC leaders, south 
Alabama WCC leaders—they are all the 
same. They’re merely feuding among 
themselves for control, and I hope they 
don’t succeed in leading too many of ow 
good citizens—many of them my personal 
friends—out on some outside and beyond. 
the-law limb.” 





HIGH COST 
(Continued from Page 3.) 

“As to the role of the Chamber of 
Commerce in the life of this community, 
it should be noted that the economic life 
of New Orleans is geared to two major 
efforts: world trade and _ industriai 
growth. 

“In the area of world trade we cannot 
look for maximum progress in a world 
where two out of three persons are col- 
ored if we relegate our own colored popu- 
lation to second-class citizenship. 

“Domestically, full industrial expan- 
sion has to be predicated on the develop- 
ment of the producing and consuming 
capacity of the whole community; it can- 
not be achieved in a community divided 
by fear, unreasoning prejudice and dis- 
crimination. ... 

‘Recognizing on the one hand the im- 
pact of these factors on the economic 
welfare of the community, and on the 
other, the role of potential leadership 
of the Chamber of Commerce, it would 
be reasonable to expect that the Cham- 
ber of Commerce would exhibit a for- 
ward-looking attitude. 

“So far, the role of preparing the com- 
munity for the amicable acceptance of 
the inevitable has been left solely to 
such lesser agencies as the SCEF. It is 
hoped that the time is not too far distant 
when the Chamber of Commerce, realiz- 
ing the importance of the work of these 
agencies, will give them its full support.” 

Barnes, who is married with one child, 
was a copy editor at the New Orleans 
Times-Picayune and a script writer for 
the Voice of America before he accepted 
the Chamber post. He has been on the 
board of the SCEF since 1954. 


PUBLIC HEALTH 

(Continued from Page 2.) 
“not being based upon logic and there. 
fore not answerable by logic.” 

In an enclosed pamphlet he cites the 
harmful effects of segregated housing: 
“The Negro family living in a Negro 
residential area pays more money for 
rent, obtains inferior housing and has 
less budget money available for food and 
medical care. The neighborhood in whieh 
the family lives is densely crowded, with 
inadequate social, sanitary and market. 
ing facilities. The medical care available 
there is inferior.” 

Thus, as Drs. White and Yankauer indi. 
cate, segregation itself is the greatest 
menace to the health of the community 
in which it exists. And integration of 
the public schools, with its presumption 
of equal concern for the well-being of all 
children and its promise of equal re. 
spect in other areas of life, is the serum 
of hope and progress. 

[See March’s Patriot for earlier re- 
ports in this health survey.] 
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